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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 6917 

STUTTGART FOR ELG 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PGOV, PINT, LE, PLO 

SUBJECT: PHALANGE AND CHAMOUNISTS ENFORCING JUNE 2 GENERAL STRIKE 

REF: BEIRUT 6878 

1. DESPITE APPARENT CALM AT DAWN JUNE 2, MANY BEIRUTIS FOUND 
IT IMPOSSIBLE THIS MORNING TO PASS THROUGH CHRISTIAN-DOMIN- 
ATED AREAS SUCH AS ASHRAFIEYH AND FURN ASH SHUBBAK 

AND CONSEQUENTLY DID NOT REACH THEIR PLACES OF BUSINESS. IN 
MID-MORNING, MANY SHOPS IN DOWNTOWN AND OTHER AREAS OF 
CAPITAL LOWERED THEIR SHUTTERS AS HEAVY FIRING (MAINLY IN THE 
AIR) ONCE AGAIN SERENADED RESIDENTS. AS BEST WE CAN DETER- 
MINE. PHALANGISTS AND MEMBERS OF FORMER PRES CAMILLE 
CHAMOUN'S NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY (NLP) HAVE DECLARED GEN- 
ERAL STRIKE AND ARE TRYING (WITH CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS) TO 
ENFORCE IT THROUGHOUT CITY. REASON FOR THEIR ACTION IS 
TO PROTEST JUNE 1 KILLING BY UNKNOWN PERSONS AT DAMOUR 
OF NAIM BARDAQAN, MILITARY AIDE-DE-CAMP OF CHAMOUN AND 
COMMANDER OF NLP MILITIA. OTHER SCATTERED INCIDENTS, IN- 
CLUDING REDUCED NUMBER OF KIDN APPIN GS .CONTINUED LAST 
NIGHT AND THIS MORNING IN BEIRUT, CHOUF (DISRICT IN WHICH 
DAMOUR IS LOCATED) AND FAR-NORTH AKKAR DISTRICT. (ONE 
EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN ABDUCTED 
IN CHOUF.) 

2. PREMIER-DESIGNATE KARAME CONTINUES HIS DELIBERATE 
EFFORTS TO FORM CABINET AMID CONTINUED POLITICAL MANEUVER- 
ING ON SEVERAL SIDES. (KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERVERS ARE CON- 
FIDENT HE WILL EVENTUALLY SUCCEED AND ARE HEARTENED BY 
FACT THAT-AS NOTED PARA 3 REFTEL-KARAME IS 

ALREADY WORKING CLOSELY WITH GOL SECURITY AUTHORITIES 
IN THEIR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE SECURITY CONDITIONS.) KARAME 
CALLED THIS MORNING ON PRES FR ANGIE TO DISCUSS DEVELOP- 
MENTS AND EMERGED FROM THEIR MEETING TO SAY THAT HE AND 
PRES HAD AGREED ON MEASURES TO FACILITATE AND SPEED UP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 06917 021424Z 

FORMATION OF NEW GOVT. 

3. COMMENT: MURDER OF BARDAQAN (FBIS JN0121 1 1Y) 

IS VARIOUSLY ATTRIBUTED TO ONE OR MORE LEFTIST GROUPS, BUT 
SINCE IT OCCURRED IN DAMOUR AREA WHERE VARIOUS FIRE- 
FIGHTS WERE IN PROGRESS YESTERDAY (REFTEL) IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO SAY WITH CERTAINTY AT THIS POINT WHO HIS ACTUAL 
ASSAILANTS WERE. SEEMS LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT BARDAQAN WAS 
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OBJECT OF PREMEDIATED ATTACK. PARTICULARLY SINCE HE 
SERVED AS PRIME LIAISON OFFICER BETWEEN NLP AND PHALANGE 
DURING APRIL CLASHES AND COORDINATED SURREPTITIOUS NLP 
ASSISTANCE IN SUPPLYING AMMUNITION TO PHALANGISTS. THIS 
PROBABLY MADE HIM A MARKED MAN AND— COMBINED WITH HIS 
CLOSE RELITIONSHIP WITH CHAMOUN- WOULD EXPLAIN DEPTH 
OF REACTION AMONG NLP AND PHALANGIST MILITIAMEN. 

4. FOREGOING ILLUSTRATES DANGEROUS ASPECT OF CONTINUING 
UNPREDICTABLE SECURITY SITUATION IN LEBANON. CHAMOUNISTS, 
WHO REMAINED OFFICIALLY ALTOF FROM APRIL FIGHTING AND HAVE 
NOT PLAYED PROMINENT ROLE IN LATEST HOSTILITIES MAY NOW 
BE DRAWN INTO MAELSTROM THAT THREATENS INCREASINGLY 
TO ASSUME CONFESSIONAL OVERTONES. THIS COULD HAVE 
DELETERIOUS POLARIZING EFFECT ON OTHER PERSONALITIES (BOTH 
CHRISTIAN AND MOSLEM) WHO HAVE SOUGHT TO PRESERVE THEIR 
NEUTRALITY IN ORDER TO EXERT CALMING INFLUENCE THROUGHOUT 
PAST TWO WEEKS. 
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